
MINUTES OF CORNFORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: 
SEPTEMBER 2017 

  
Minutes of the Meeting of Cornforth Parish Council held at 7.00pm, in the Community 
Centre, Cornforth, on Monday 11th September 2017. 
 
Present:  Councillor Mr. A. Hodgson and  
 
Councillors: Mr. C. Baker, Mrs. P. Crathorne, Mrs. H. P. Drew, Dr. S. C. Drew, Mrs. J. 
Grafton, Mr. J. Grafton, Mr. C. Hodgson, Mrs. M. Poole, Mr. R. Poole, Mr. M. Simpson, 
Mr. R. Vaughan, Mrs. M. Walker and Mrs. A. Wilson. 
 
Apologies:  Councillor: Mrs. S. Traynor. 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES 
 
The above apologies were received. 
 
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

The Chairman and Councillor Mrs. Crathorne declared an interest with regard to item 
18 (v) (b).  Councillors Mrs. H. P. Drew and Mr. R. Vaughan declared an interest with 
regard to item 12. 
 

3.  MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 10th July 2017, which were circulated with the 
agenda were approved and signed by the Chairman.   
 

4.  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT COVERED ON THE AGENDA 
 

There were no items arising that were not included on this agenda. 
 

5.  POLICE LIAISON 
 

The Vice Chairman reported that July and August had been very quiet. There had 
been 15 instances of anti-social behaviour. The main problems had been around 
Chester Crescent where new tenants’ behaviour and underage drinking had been 
problems.  The temporary return to relatives of a single boy from outside the village, 
who had caused problems previously, led to stone-throwing and gang like behaviour.  
He has since left.  There had been 7 thefts associated with minor shop-lifting.  Those 
involved had been spoken to.  There had been instances of tyre slashing related to 
neighbour animosity.  Drugs in vacant property in Hawthorne Terrace had been a 
problem, but the landowner had no interest in the house or its use.  The priority 
remains Chester Crescent. 
 

6.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

There were no members of the public present at the meeting. 
 
 
 
 

 



7.  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE. 
 
The Chairman had received a letter from the organiser of the Holy Trinity/St. Luke’s 
Poppy Appeal for a financial contribution towards the costs of an unveiling ceremony. 
County Councillors and Ferryhill Town Council had agreed to support the scheme.  It 
was agreed to donate £100, using S137 monies. 
 
8. AAP ISSUES 
 

Councillor Mrs. P. Crathorne reported that the programme had been massively 
oversubscribed.  Feedback had been given to the organisations involved and further 
information sought.  The Board members would then decide the outcome. 
 
 

9.  COUNTY COUNCIL ISSUES 
 

Our County Council representative, Mrs. P. Crathorne reported that the teaching 
assistants issue had been reported to arbitration.  The main Member activity had been 
training.  The first County Council meeting would be held this week. 
 
10. PLANNING MATTERS AND APPLICATIONS FROM DURHAM COUNTY’S 
WEEKLY LISTS.  
 
The Clerk reported that at the time of the despatch of this agenda, which included 
applications up to and including 4th September 2017 the following applications had 
been received by Durham County Council which were of interest to Cornforth Parish 
Council: 
 

i) DM/17/02405/TPO – Dr. K. Melton – Melton House, 11 Railway Terrace, 
Cornforth – removal of a sycamore (T2), subject to the Preservation Order 
SBC-28-2005. 

ii) DM/17/01783/FPA – Mr. and Mrs. Gough – 2 Garmondsway Road, 
Cornforth – conversion of garage to a habitable room. 

 
Members resolved not to object to either of the above applications. 
 
The  Clerk reported that the following planning decisions had been made by Durham 
County Council which related to development in this Parish: 
 

i) DM/17/02058/FPA – Mr. and Mrs. Harvey – 24 Howard Close, Cornforth 
– erection of iron gates, brick pillars and fencing infills to side driveway. 

ii) DM/17/01314/FPA – Tarmac – Thrislington Quarry – creation of two 
newt receptor areas. 

iii) DM/17/01783/FPA – Mr. and Mrs. Gough – 2 Garmondsway Road, 
Cornforth – conversion of garage to a habitable room. 
 

11. RISK MANAGEMENT STATEGY. 
 
Following deferral from the July meeting, the papers had been circulated with the 
agenda and Members approved the strategy for the 2017/18 Municipal Year. 

 



12. GROUND MAINTENANCE CONTRACT. 
 
The Clerk reported that it had been suggested at an earlier meeting that a full meeting 
of the Council be held to revise the above contract, which must be retendered in this 
Financial Year. He advised that the document is lengthy, technical and much of it deals 
with how the tenderer should act and respond to it; little of this content affects cost or 
is in need of revision.  The Clerk outlined the scope for revising the tender.  The keys 
to making significant savings are in reducing the frequency of grass cutting, which the 
Council has only recently had to increase, omitting one or more of the four main areas 
of grass, the Green, the Park, the Community Centre and/or the Churchyard, or 
reducing the areas or frequency of planting of the flower beds.  The other areas of 
mowing are small and would not give a significant saving.  The Community Centre 
pitch and the Churchyard are the two areas which the Council does not own.  The 
Members felt that they could not agree reductions from the above options at this 
meeting and asked that a full meeting of the Council be called.  The Clerk was asked 
to submit a short report and a list of the areas maintained and the frequency of 
maintenance with the agenda.  A set of the plans would be available at the meeting.  
In view of the deferral Members were not required to leave the meeting. 
 
13. THE BILL WILSON MEMORIAL PARK. 
 
The Clerk reported that Members have expressed a wish to revise the above park and 
outlined the suggested stages.  The ground maintenance contractor had already been 
asked to price for the flayling of the hedges and the taking out of self-sown trees.  
Thereafter, it was suggested that we approach ROSPA to have the existing equipment 
thoroughly examined from the safety aspect with a view to the removal and 
replacement of any that are found defective.  Done in conjunction with the staff of the 
County Council, who already advise us on any repairs, we could next ensure that our 
existing equipment is fit for purpose, the safety surfacing is sound and our fences and 
furniture are high quality.  The Council would be advised of any cost involved is this 
and the need for new equipment.  The outline was accepted.  It was also suggested 
that all of the hedges be removed, as bullying was a problem and that the SLCC be 
approached to help with a free survey and the availability of grants.   
 
14.  REPLACEMENT OF STONE PAVING ON THE GREEN. 
 
The Clerk reported that a number of the stone flags that lead from opposite the Square 
and Compass down to the church are again loose.  The Parish Council has already 
had some repaired and replaced a number last year.  The problem is ongoing and lies 
in the poor choice of materials and workmanship by Sedgefield Borough Council 
exacerbated by heavy refuse wagons.  The Clerk had sought quotes from M. Spence 
Surfacing to replace half of the stone, between the existing tarmac road and the church 
with tarmac (£3,870 plus VAT) and all of the stoned area ( £7,735 plus VAT).  Members 
agreed to replace all of the stone in tarmac and to seek three quotes to do so. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
15.  NOTICE BOARD ON THE OVAL. 
 
The Clerk reported that with the assistance of Councillor Mrs. Wilson, he had obtained 
the agreement of the owners of Lally’s shop to pace a notice board on the wall outside 
of it.  The board is similar to that on the Community Centre wall.  The cost of this board 
and its erection was less than £250 and we could use the same supplier.  In view of 
the low cost, Members agreed to go ahead with the work.  
 
16.  WAR MEMORIAL PROGRESS. 
 
The Clerk reported that the War Memorial Trust had paid the Parish Council £1,000 
towards the cost of cleaning the war memorial in the High Street.  The Clerk had been 
approached by residents to seek the approval of the Trust and the Parish Council to 
put a low metal rail around the memorial on which to fasten the wreathes.  This 
investigation is still ongoing.  It was agreed that a sketch and estimate be prepared 
and submitted to the WMT for approval.  In addition it was asked that the crosses be 
removed for grass cutting and that the placing of tubs around the memorial be 
investigated as an alternative to putting the crosses into the ground. 
The Clerk advised that the application for the cleaning and repair of the memorial at 
Tursdale has been delayed by the need to seek other tenders and changes to the work 
involved. Nevertheless, it is hoped to get an approval in early December.  The sculptor 
has started work on the statue, but it seems highly unlikely that we could arrange any 
installation or ceremony before Remembrance Day in November. 
 
17.  THE FUTURE OF THE CHURCH HALL. 
 
A number of Councillors and residents have asked that this item be placed on the 
agenda.  There is considerable disquiet and concern about the recent and sudden 
closure of the Church Hall.  The Clerk reported the letter from the Reverend Norman 
setting out the reasons for closure.  The cost of repairing the hall was likely to exceed 
£120K and whilst little use was made of the building, the running costs were 
unsustainable in relation to the income received. The Reverend Norman confirmed 
that the building and land did belong to the Church and provided a copy of the deeds 
to prove it.  The Diocese proposed that the building be demolished and the site sold.  
The Clerk advised that, by law, the Parish Council could not assist in the repair or 
running of a church building.  Members asked that the letter be put onto the Parish 
Council web site so that residents had the full information.  In addition, a letter be sent 
to the Reverend Norman asking him to confirm that any monies received would come 
to the Parish of Cornforth and seek a timetable for demolition and the treatment of the 
land.  The Diocese seemed to be planning to have the building demolished by the 
buyer after sale.  Members felt that this was a Health and Safety issue and that the 
building should be demolished immediately and prior to any sale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
18.  FINANCIAL MATTERS. 
 

i)  SCHEDULE OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS TO 31ST AUGUST 2017. 
 

Receipts  £ Cheque 
No. 

    

Doggie Bulldogs Donation to Tursdale 
Memorial statue 

300.00  

Payments    

    

West Cornforth Primary 
School 

Pupil of the Year Awards 
(Chairman’s allowance) 

175.00 833 

Cornforth Partnership Administration costs 
 
Room hire        £420.00 
Photocopying   £103.90 
Poop bags x 2  £231.40 
Web site work  £158.40 
 

913.70 834 

Gordon Fletcher Auditor’s fee 250.00 835 

Altogether Greener Period 1 
Additional £85.00 for 
refuse removal. 

2,750.60 836 

Altogether Greener Period 3 
No additions 

2,648.60 837 

R. A. Sunman Allowances (June) 83.53 838 

R. A. Sunman Salary 666.10 S/O 

Cancelled cheque   839 

Cornforth in Bloom Payment of donation 
held 

2,165.12 840 

R. A. Sunman Allowances (July) 94.27 841 

N.W.G. Business Allotment Water 88.62 842 

Lumalite Christmas tree. 
Instalment 1 of 3 for 
2017. 

807.02 843 

R. A. Sunman Salary 666.10 S/O 

    

 Expenditure 11,308.66  

 Net Expenditure 11,008.66  

 
Members were asked to note that this schedule covers expenditure over two months. 
The schedule was approved. 
  

ii) BANK RECONCILIATION STATEMENTS – POSITION AT 31st JULY 2017. 
 

The bank reconciliation for this period is attached.  The statement for August was 
circulated at the meeting and both were approved. 
 



 
 
 

iii) INSURANCE. 
 
The Parish Council is currently insured through Zurich Municipal.  We have previously 
had a three year discounted arrangement which has expired.  The Council has been 
approached by Norris and Fisher and by AON offering negotiations on quotes.  
Members agreed to seek three quotes, including Came and Company, the sponsors 
of the Village Hall Seminar attended by three Members. 
 

iv) DONATION FROM DOGGIE BULLDOGS 
 
The Clerk reported that the above charity had donated £300 towards the costs of 
building the Tursdale statue. It was agreed that a letter of thanks be sent. 
 

v) REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. 
  
The Clerk reported that he had received two requests for financial assistance. 
 

a) A request from Holy Trinity and St. Luke’s Parish Poppy Appeal for assistance 
to fund a buffet to accompany the unveiling of nets displaying 19,240 poppies 
made by the people of Cornforth, Ferryhill and Tursdale to mark the Battle of 
the Somme.  It is understood that our County Councillors and Ferryhill Town 
Council have also been approached for help.  Members agreed to donate £100. 
 

b) A request from Cornforth Partnership for a contribution towards the core costs 
of the organisation.  Such a request would need be met from the £10,000 
included in the budget under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  
The matter was deferred to obtain financial information and circulate the 
request to Members.  In view of the deferral Members were not required to 
leave the meeting. 

 
vi) AUDIT REPORT. 

 
The Clerk reported that the year-end audit report is with the external auditors BDO  
and the period for public consultation had ended.  BDO have replied seeking further 
information and confirmation of our actions with regard to approving policies, getting 
grants for the war memorial statue and our income.  The Clerk had replied and had 
made application for the repayment of VAT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOTE:  At the close of the meeting Members were asked if they had any items  
for inclusion on a future agenda.  The following were agreed: 
 

i) Members’ comments on the Community Centres course, copies of which 
were circulated at the meeting by those who attended. 

ii) The asbestos problem at the allotments. 
iii) Training for Councillors and the in-house training proposed.  Members still 

asked for an in-house course on responsibilities and expressions of interest 
despite free courses being available in County Hall in October. 

iv) The participation of the Parish Council in the Local Council Awards Scheme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To all Members of the Parish Council. 
Yours Sincerely, Ray Sunman, Parish Clerk: 22nd September 2017. 
 


